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The pharmacy practice section is for articles that can be used for developing the practice roles of pharmacists.
Innovation has been at the core of the many different practices and roles that pharmacists have developed. Over the last 40 years, pharmacy practice has evolved from clinical pharmacy to medication therapy management. Clinical pharmacy originated in hospitals in the 1970's and by and large used pharmacists as consultants for their clinical knowledge. In an effort to improve clinical outcomes and manage costs for those with chronic conditions, managed care organizations developed disease state management programs. Pharmaceutical care originated in the 1990's as the practice where the practitioner (pharmacist) takes responsibility for a patient's drug related needs and is held accountable for this commitment. With the advent of Medicare Part D medication therapy management has provided pharmacists an opportunity to be reimbursed for services that optimize therapeutic outcomes for individual patients. All of these practice types continue to exist. INNOVATIONS will allow practitioners to publish these practices/programs just in time. Changes in innovation are so rapid, relying on traditional publication methods delays the dissemination of such innovations.
Pharmacy is a versatile profession that is anchored in science and applied in practice. No other health-care profession has the depth of knowledge in pharmacotherapy. Creative pharmacists will continue to develop practices. Let us know about your innovation.
